
13TH ANNUAL

No-Fault Summit
REGISTER TODAY
www.icle.org/no-fault
877-229-4350

COSPONSOR
Negligence Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan

CAN’T-MISS JUDGES PANEL
Get advice straight from the bench.  

APRIL 23–24, 2026  |  VIBE CREDIT UNION SHOWPLACE, NOVI



Advocate Effectively with Expert 
Insight from Both Sides

Don’t wait—this event has a history of selling out! Register 
early to save your spot and join 400+ colleagues. Nowhere 
else can you get invaluable insights from so many Michigan 
experts—plaintiff and defense lawyers, judges, and 
insurance professionals.

Improve your advocacy with practical advice straight 
from the bench in our popular judicial panel. Stay current 
with comprehensive first- and third-party updates from 
Michigan experts who discuss new caselaw and forecast 
trends. Get the latest thinking with all-new tracks on 
resolutions and AI for trial lawyers.

In one of our most popular annual sessions, Michigan judges share best practices and their invaluable insights 
on recent no-fault court decisions and practical challenges facing lawyers today. You can’t get this kind of 
candid advice anywhere else. Moderated by veteran practitioner and popular speaker David E. Christensen of 
Christensen Law in Southfield.

Views from the Bench

Judges You Will Hear From 

Hon. Edward Ewell, Jr.    
3rd Circuit Court, Detroit

Hon. Tracy E. Van den Bergh 
22nd Circuit Court, Ann Arbor

Hon. Christopher P. Yates  
Michigan Court of Appeals, Grand Rapids

SEND MORE AND SAVE 
Don’t miss out on this chance to 
train your associates in just two 
days. This year’s schedule is jam-
packed with topics for everyone, 
so you can easily get the entire 
team up to speed on what each 
associate needs most.

Send 4+ registrants and 
save $100 each.

All registrations must be submitted and paid 
for at the same time.
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Trusted Answers for Uncertain Terrain

Get trusted advice from both plaintiff and defense lawyers for navigating the unpredictable no-fault landscape. 
Stay current with comprehensive first- and third-party updates from Michigan experts who discuss new caselaw 
and forecast trends. Plus, get important updates on coverage and exclusions and benefits, setoffs, and priorities.

Critical Updates

Featured Speaker

John W. Whitman   
Garan Lucow Miller PC, 
Ann Arbor

Featured Speaker

Thomas G. Sinas    
Sinas Dramis Law Firm,  
Grand Rapids

What do judges consider when they’re deciding on sanctions? What are the risks you must consider yourself? 
Get practical guidance for this thorny issue and take away immediate strategies for settlement. Grasp insurer 
conduct standards and other key issues.

Straight Talk on Sanctions

Featured Speaker

Braeden R. Willoughby    
Moffett Sims Gauthier & Willoughby PC, 
Birmingham 

Featured Speaker

Milea M. Vislosky  
Miller & Tischler PC, 
Farmington Hills

Avoid the risks of a lengthy trial with insights from both sides on settlements and releases. Get best practices 
and invaluable insights for mediations from a panel of experts. Properly handle a case that has probate elements 
with a review of EPIC and the Michigan Court Rules. 

Getting Things Done

Featured Speaker

Frances Murphy   
Fran Murphy Law PLC,  
Saint Clair Shores

Featured Speaker

Marcy A. Tayler
Marcy Tayler Mediation Services,  
Harrison Township

Don’t fall behind—see exactly how AI can help trial lawyers right now. Save time, stop repeating, and 
streamline discovery, evidence review, negotiations, settlements, and more. Face security and ethical 
considerations with confidence from practitioners who are already using these tools today.

Putting AI to Work

Featured Speaker

Sarah Stempky-Kime   
Christensen Law,  
Southfield

Featured Speaker

Michael J. Jolet  
Hewson & Van Hellemont PC, 
Southfield

REGISTER TODAY  www.icle.org/no-fault
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CLE: 9.25 |  MCJE: 9.25 |  Level: Basic/Intermediate/AdvancedAgenda

*MP3 download available for all sessions of this track to all registrants after the seminar

9:00am Welcome and Update on Negligence Law Section Activities

9:10am First-Party Litigation Overview, Update, and Trend Forecast

10:10am Third-Party Litigation Overview, Update, and Trend Forecast

11:10am Networking Break

THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2026

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026

8:00am Registration, Continental Breakfast, and Vendor Showcase (Both Days)

12:00pm Views from the Bench on No-Fault Litigation

8:00am Trust Accounting Demystified for Personal Injury Lawyers

9:00am Coverage and Exclusions Update

9:30am No-Fault Benefits, Setoffs, and Priorities Update

10:15am Networking Break

10:30am UM/UIM Claim Strategies Minors, Protected Individuals, 
and Deceased Parties Law and AI

11:20am Basic No-Fault Trials Negotiate Releases in 
PIP/Auto Accident Cases AI in Your Systems

Core Concepts Track Litigation Track Claims Handling Track

11:25am Pursue and Defend Motorcycle, 
Moped, and ORV Accident Cases

The Practical Effects of Tolling  
and One-Year-Back Rule

Provider Lawsuits: How to Handle 
and Defend a Provider Claim

12:10pm

1:20pm Where’s the Coverage? Navigating Sanctions in No-
Fault Litigation Ask the Mediators

2:15pm Effectively Resolve Cases from 
Both Sides of the V

Take, Defend, and Succeed with 
Third-Party Claim Depositions IME in Claims Handling

3:00pm

Core Concepts Track* Resolutions Track* Technology Track*

PLATINUM SPONSOR

3:15pm Strategies on Allowable Expenses, Opt-Downs, and Bodily Injury Limits

4:15pm Networking Reception

Networking Lunch

Networking Break
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Plenary Sessions
9:00am/Thursday

Welcome and Update on Negligence Law 
Section Activities
Hear from the current chair of the Negligence Law Section  
of the State Bar of Michigan.
Mark A. Gilchrist, Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge, Grand Rapids

9:10am/Thursday

First-Party Litigation Overview, Update,  
and Trend Forecast
Discuss cases in the appellate process, the potential impact of new 
caselaw, and legislative/DIFS changes.
Adrienne D. Logeman, Logeman & Iafrate PC, Ann Arbor; John W. 
Whitman, Garan Lucow Miller PC, Ann Arbor

10:10am/Thursday

Third-Party Litigation Overview, Update,  
and Trend Forecast
Stay current on the latest legal and medical developments making 
their way through the trial and appellate courts. Know what to 
watch out for this year in this crucial area of no-fault practice.
Thomas G. Sinas, Sinas Dramis Law Firm, Grand Rapids

3:15pm/Thursday

Strategies on Allowable Expenses, Opt-
Downs, and Bodily Injury Limits
Delve into the current interpretation of allowable expenses, examine 
opt-downs and opt-outs under PIP, and analyze recent developments 
in Bodily Injury Liability limits, including opt-down pitfalls.
Wayne J. Miller, Miller & Tischler PC, Farmington Hills; Ronald M. 
Sangster, Jr., Law Offices of Ronald M. Sangster PLLC, Troy

8:00am/Friday

Trust Accounting Demystified for Personal 
Injury Lawyers
Get a clear understanding of Michigan’s trust accounting rules and 
ethical obligations under Rule 1.15. Manage settlement funds and 
lien payments. Organize trust ledgers, avoid common mistakes that 
trigger audits, and use simple Excel tools to perform accurate three-
way reconciliations. Walk away with a downloadable tool kit including 
Excel templates for ledgers, journals, and reconciliations. Implement 
practical systems to protect client funds—and your peace of mind.
T. Jayden Doye, Prestige Accounting & Consulting, Atlanta, GA

9:00am/Friday

Coverage and Exclusions Update
In this essential update, hear a discussion of the latest cases applying 
and interpreting the No-Fault Act’s coverage provisions, MCL 
500.3101, .3105(1), .3111, .3121(1), and exclusion provisions, MCL 

500.3105(4), .3106, .3113, .3123, with commentary on their impact 
for plaintiff and defense practitioners.
Matthew Payne, Sigal Law Firm PLLC, Southfield

9:30am/Friday

No-Fault Benefits, Setoffs, and  
Priorities Update
Explore the year’s most significant decisions affecting benefits, setoffs, 
and priorities. This comprehensive update will provide the tools you 
need to navigate these critical issues when they arise.
Stephanie L. Strycharz, Zausmer PC, Farmington Hills

12:00pm/Friday

Views from the Bench on No-Fault Litigation
Get a view from the bench on no-fault and the latest impact 
on litigation and caselaw. Gain helpful insights on the practical 
challenges facing practitioners. Learn what’s happening in the 
courtrooms of busy circuit court judges. Get perspectives from the 
court of appeals. Take away best practices.
David E. Christensen (moderator), Christensen Law, Southfield; Hon. 
Edward Ewell, Jr., 3rd Circuit Court, Detroit; Hon. Tracy E. Van den 
Bergh, 22nd Circuit Court, Ann Arbor; Hon. Christopher P. Yates, 
Michigan Court of Appeals, Grand Rapids

Core Concepts Track
11:25am/Thursday

Pursue and Defend Motorcycle, Moped, and 
ORV Accident Cases
Review considerations and strategy when representing clients 
in motorcycle, moped, and ORV accident cases from both the 
plaintiff and defense perspective. Consider proper classification of 
the motorcycle, moped, or ORV, the priority statute, and other no-
fault and liability issues.
Michael Sangster, Law Offices of Ronald M. Sangster PLLC, Troy; 
Dondi R. Vesprini, Buckfire Law Firm, Southfield

1:20pm/Thursday

Where’s the Coverage?
Stay current on the latest statutes and caselaw interpreting coverage 
for particular claims after a loss involving a motor vehicle and the 
extent of coverage available. Analyze when, where, and why an 
insurer(s) is or is not obligated to provide coverage for economic 
and or non-economic losses in the post-reform era. Properly 
examine claims/actions prior to litigation and plan appropriately if/
after the complaint is filed.
Zachary J. Diederichs, Secrest Wardle PC, Troy; Matthew C. Lindgren, 
Secrest Wardle PC, Troy

2:15pm/Thursday

Effectively Resolve Cases from Both Sides of 
the V
Whether you’re plaintiff or defense, learn how to work with your 
client and your opposing counsel to effectively resolve cases.
Matthew S. LaBeau, Collins Einhorn Farrell PC, Southfield; Robert M. 
Raitt, Raitt Law PLLC, Southfield

Tracks

REGISTER TODAY  www.icle.org/no-fault
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Tracks

10:30am/Friday

UM/UIM Claim Strategies
Get the key legal principles for lawyers handling UM/UIM claims, 
including contract interpretation, application of the Michigan 
Uniform Trade Practices Act (MCL 500.2006 et seq), permissible 
discovery, venue issues, and setoffs in UM/UIM coverage. Address 
pursuing excess expense claims under 3135 and the impact of 
Michigan’s $250,000 minimum liability limits on UIM claims, 
especially with out-of-state policies featuring conformity clauses.
Stephen H. Sinas, Sinas Dramis Law Firm, Lansing

11:20am/Friday

Basic No-Fault Trials
Litigating no-fault cases requires not only a good grasp of no-fault 
law but finely tuned trial skills as well. In this new lawyer-focused 
breakout, examine voir dire, trial briefs, and trial depositions from 
both the plaintiff and defense perspectives. Take away insider tips 
to improve your advocacy.
Ali A. Ajrouch, The Law Offices of Ali A. Ajrouch PLLC, Southfield; Thomas 
J. Dombrowski, Kramer Corbett Harding & Dombrowski, Royal Oak

Litigation Track
11:25am/Thursday

The Practical Effects of Tolling and  
One-Year-Back Rule
Identify if a claim is barred and the impact of tolling on the damages 
limitation under MCL 500.3145(2). Be aware of unique billing 
scenarios and how tolling and the one-year-back rule may be 
impacted, including how the reasonable diligence standard may be 
applied under MCL 500.3145(3). Calculate if tolling or the one-
year-back rule applies in your no-fault case and why.
Stephen D. Foucrier, Willingham & Cote PC, East Lansing

1:20pm/Thursday

Navigating Sanctions in No-Fault Litigation
Review no-fault sanctions, offer of judgment, the Uniform Trade 
Practices Act, and third-party cases. Gain practical guidance from 
both plaintiff and defense perspectives on pursuing penalties, 
navigating sanctions risks, settlement strategies, insurer conduct 
standards, and key issues in third-party litigation.
Milea M. Vislosky, Miller & Tischler PC, Farmington Hills; Braeden R. 
Willoughby, Moffett Sims Gauthier & Willoughby PC, Birmingham

2:15pm/Thursday

Take, Defend, and Succeed with Third-Party 
Claim Depositions
Use rule-based questioning to box in the corporate representative and 
other defense witnesses. Get the latest defense perspective on how to 
defend depositions and effectively question the plaintiff under oath.
Zachary R. Morgan, Weber Olcese, Birmingham; Drew A. Ruby, Ruby 
Injury Law, Farmington Hills

Claims Handling Track 
11:25am/Thursday

Provider Lawsuits: How to Handle and 
Defend a Provider Claim
Examine recent caselaw impacts and the current status of Michigan 
provider lawsuits. Gain insight as to how to pursue and defend 
provider claims from both sides.
Brandon S. Heintzelman, Zausmer PC, Farmington Hills; Katie E. 
Tucker, Sinas Dramis Law Firm, Lansing

1:20pm/Thursday

Ask the Mediators
Get your questions answered by experts about best practices, tips, 
and recommendations for success in your no-fault mediations  
and facilitations.
Michael J. Butler, Butler ADR PLLC, Livonia; Jennifer A. Reizen, 
Ruggirello Burke Reizen & Fox PC, Mount Clemens; Suzanne Clayton 
Stanczyk, Suzanne C. Stanczyk PLLC, Grosse Pointe Park; Marcy A. 
Tayler, Marcy Tayler Mediation Services, Harrison Township

2:15pm/Thursday

IME in Claims Handling
Get the most out of IMEs. Take advantage of MCL 500.3151 and 
use expert opinions to make the most effective claims-handling 
decisions. Learn best practices for dealing with pre- and post-
litigation IMEs, including discovery of expert qualifications and 
when to object under MCL 500.3151.
Christopher Aluia, The Hanover Law Group, Southfield; James A. 
Iafrate, Logeman & Iafrate PC, Ann Arbor

Resolutions Track
10:30am/Friday

Minors, Protected Individuals, and  
Deceased Parties
Clients who are minors, protected individuals, or decedents require 

GOLD SPONSORS

6

ICLE  |  No-Fault Summit  |  APRIL 23-24, 2026  |  NOVI



extra care under EPIC and the Michigan Court Rules. Look at the 
intersection between probate and personal injury. Handle a case 
that has probate elements and get it done. Review the recent EPIC 
updates and how they impact first- and third-party no-fault cases.
Janine Plourde, Rich Campbell & Roeder PC, Farmington Hills

11:20am/Friday

Negotiate Releases in PIP/Auto Accident Cases
Determine when a release is necessary and why, and what to look out 
for. Work out indemnity language and releases involving third parties.
Rachel A. Bissett, Garan Lucow Miller PC, Troy; Frances Murphy, Fran 
Murphy Law PLC, Saint Clair Shores

Technology Track
10:30am/Friday

Law and AI
See exactly how trial lawyers can put AI to work right now in 
Michigan’s no-fault system. Automate repetitive tasks so your team 
has more time to strategize. Supercharge discovery and evidence 
review with speed and accuracy. Strengthen negotiations and 
settlement leverage with AI-driven insights. Avoid ethical land 
mines and protect client confidentiality.
Heather J. Atnip, Atnip & Associates PLLC, Rochester; Sarah Stempky-
Kime, Christensen Law, Southfield

11:20am/Friday

AI in Your Systems
Get a handle on how to effectively incorporate AI into your office 
systems and processes. Be aware of security issues and the general 
ethical considerations that come with using AI.
John T. Eads, III, Marko Law, Detroit; Michael J. Jolet, Hewson & Van 
Hellemont PC, Southfield

Core Concepts Track, Day 2

Ali A. Ajrouch
The Law Offices of Ali A. Ajrouch PLLC, 
Southfield

Technology Track

Michael J. Jolet
Hewson & Van Hellemont PC, 
Southfield

Core Concepts Track, Day 1

Kaitlyn A. Cramer
McDonald Baas & Livingston PLLC, Troy

Resolutions Track

Janine Plourde
Rich Campbell & Roeder PC, 
Farmington Hills

Claims Handling Track

Katie E. Tucker
Sinas Dramis Law Firm, Lansing

Litigation Track

Drew A. Ruby
Ruby Injury Law, Farmington Hills

Plenary Sessions

Mark A. Gilchrist
Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge,  
Grand Rapids

Moderators

(2% major event savings is limited to one event per year.) 

We’ve teamed with CNA and Highstreet 
ProLaw Group to help you save on 
malpractice insurance. 

Learn more: www.icle.org/cna

SAVE MORE WITH ICLE  

SILVER SPONSORS

Views from the Bench on No-Fault Litigation

David E. Christensen
Christensen Law, Southfield

REGISTER TODAY  www.icle.org/no-fault
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

13TH ANNUAL

No-Fault Summit
APRIL 23–24, 2026
Vibe Credit Union Showplace, Novi

Prices guaranteed until 04/24/26. Cannot combine discounts. 1Please attach additional sheet listing registrants attending or call ICLE. All registrations must 
be submitted and paid for at the same time. 2Current sitting state court judges (limit 40) attend free and must call ICLE or submit order form to register. 
3Limit one print handbook purchase per registrant. Print handbooks are nonrefundable after the event cancellation date. Complete Seminar Policies: 
www.icle.org/info/seminarpolicies. Cancellation Policy: For a full refund, notify ICLE by 04/09/26. Registrants who cancel after that date will be charged a 
$60 cancellation fee. No refunds will be issued after 04/16/26. Walk-in Registrations: Permitted on a space-available basis or if registrants fail to claim their 
seat in the first 15 minutes of the seminar. Persons with Disabilities or Dietary Restrictions: For special arrangements please contact ICLE no later than seven 
days before the seminar.

Accommodations: A discounted block of rooms has been reserved at Hyatt Place Detroit/Novi in Novi. Please call 248-513-4111 and mention ICLE to 
reserve a room. Reservations must be made by 03/25/26. Registrants are responsible for their own hotel expenses.

A. Personal Info

Name

MI Bar#	

Firm

Address

City		

State		  Zip

Phone		  Fax

Email

B. Summit  Registration  |  Pick One
 

$495 General

$465 Cosponsor Section Member

$445 ICLE Partner

�$195 New Lawyer (Not yet reached 4th anniversary date of MI Bar admission)

�$395 per Registrant (4+ Registrants from the Same Firm)1

�FREE Judges (Limit 40)2

26CI-6310

C. Materials Format  |  Pick One

FREE Electronic Materials

$45 Print Handbook3 and Electronic Materials

Register today! www.icle.org/no-fault

E. Payment Info

Summit Registration (Box B)	 $

Add $45 for Print Handbook (Optional, Box C)	 $

Summit Materials for Non-Registrants (Box D)	 $  
(Add 6% MI Sales Tax to This Line Only)

Total Amount Due	 $

Please make your payment online with credit card: 

www.icle.org/no-fault

Alternate payment options: If you are unable to make your  
credit card payment online, please call ICLE to process: 877-229-4350.  
If you need to pay by check, please mail form with payment to:  
PO Box 1343, Ann Arbor, MI 48106

Check No. Payable to: ICLE

D. Can’t Attend the Summit?
Non-Registrants—Purchase the Electronic Materials 

$225 Non-ICLE Partners       

$157.50 ICLE Partners

Send 4+ and Save
Keep your team up to date and train newer associates. Send 4+ 
registrants and save $100 each. Mail the order form below with 
payment or call ICLE to register: 877-229-4350.

All registrations must be submitted and paid for at the same time.


